448   AN INTRODUCTION  TO  CHILD STUDY
for developing motor skill but also for acquiring knowledge
in related subject-matter fields.
Boys like lessons in woodworking and general science.
They find making radio sets, tinkering with bicycles, electric
bells, and other kinds of mechanical devices, fascinating
occupations. Daring exploits frequently follow their con-
structive activity. Lloyd W. Bertaud, when twelve years
old, constructed a glider and flew 1,000 feet off a California
cliff.
The best play activities for children would give pleasure
and at the same time carry over into adult life. Examples
of such activities might be: pitching horseshoes or playing
quoits, skating, swimming, cooking, assuming full responsi-
bility for pets, doing useful odd jobs in the house and out
of doors, hiking, studying nature and music. During this
age period skill in playing the piano, violin, or other musical
instruments should be developed to a considerable extent
by children who are interested in music. Their sense of
rhythm, discrimination of sound, associative memory, and
muscular control are almost as good as they will ever be.
Moreover, they have more time to practice than they will
have later when they enter upon the wider relationships and
duties of adolescence.
Through free individual play in the primary period chil-
dren should have established habits of being willing to play
with others, to take turns, and to play fair. Through group
games in this postprimary period they should develop obedi-
ence to rules, courage, resourcefulness, concentration, o>
operation, and willingness to endure drudgery in order to
gain skill.
The development of beneficial play preference is influ-
enced by the interests of parents, by the play equipment
and opportunities in the neighborhood, and by the kind of
supervision provided. Interest often develops from skills;
it subsequently decreases because much of the play of chil-
dren includes repetition without instruction. As a result,
slight improvement is made.
Direction of children's play activities should not take the

